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The Conservative Convention,
Although in wany counties mectings are
being held to appoint delegates to meet in
Convention at Raleigh, on the 11th Decem-

ber, we fear there is not such general in- |

terest being taken in the matter as if8 great
importance merits or demands.
not so much danger in all the Radical
legislation and the success of the negroes
as in the apathy and indifierence, we may
say, fear, of the whito people of our State.
They begin to look for, and submit to,
tyraony as if it was right and deserved, A
guniet, unmanly submission is more to be
feared than all the the threats or aets of
Congress.

There is time enough yet to enable inost
of the counties tn be represenfed in ihe
proposed Convention. Numbers we can-
not expect to huve, nor is it most to be de-
dred. The extremo poverty of our people
wnd their pressing business engagements
will prevent a large gathering, bnt we want
a large number of counties represented by
their wisest, best snd most prudent men.
Let those whom the people have honored,
and in whom they trust, meet together, not
as members of a party, but representatives
of the real interests and sentiments of the
State. Such men gathered together at this
crisis, will have great weight, and their ad-
vice will be heeded by the citizens of North
Carolina,

What we need now is action—united ac-
tion, The Conservatives of Currituck de-
sire to know how to vote in order to act

iu unison with the Corservatives of Chero- |
We have just lost one election by |

kee.
wvaut of proper organization, und we will
most assuredly lose another withoutit. We
want, therefore, a Convention, not in the
party sense of that word, but an assem-
blage of men to organize and concentrate
the efforts of all Conservatives into the
same channel.  We are about to enter up-
'u most important elections in this State,
aud in view of the men chosen to fashion
the Constitution of the State, in view of
the chasm into which North Carolina is
about to be cast, thoughtful and prudent
dien cannot stand in listless silence and
close their eyes to these dangers. Let us
arouse ourselves to the performance of our
daty. Our wisest and best men must as-
sowble together and consult and advise for
common weal, The counsel ¢f such
men will be heeded, and their deliberntions
wust be attended with infinite gooud.

We hope every county in this section of
the State will send delegates. Lot their

LLe

rest men be selected, and Lot the people de- J

We Lave suggested
that the people of {his county meet next
week, say Monday night, at the Court
tlouse for the purpose of appoiuting dele-
zates. This must be attended to. We can-
not afford to meglect it. We appeal to our
citizens to assemble together. We have
many gentlemen who cannot and will not
refuse to meet representatives in Raleigh
{rom other counties. This Convention must
not only be composed of delegates from
muny counties, but of men of such charac-
ter and standing as will command the re-

gpect of the people of the State.
Derily Journal, Noe, 28.

md their attendance,

Commissioner Wells._The Toiton Tax.

Mr. WeLns, Special Commissioner of the
Lievenue, has communicated to Congress a
paper recommending the repeal of the
‘otton tax on grounds of policy. In making

is communication he states that he an-
ticipates his annual report because he sup-
['0ses the subject of the repeal of the tax
will be taken up promptly by Congress.

Mr. WeLLS states that the price of cotton
lias declined, and must continue to declin2,
(i consequence of the rapid increase in its
production under the high prices paid for
some years. Iudia, the principal competi-
tor of the United States, ha-. by improve-
ments in caltivation and in the quality of
improved tie quslity of her cotton
nutil it bears the relation of two-thirds to
three-fonrths the value of the American.
instesd of one-half to {wo-thirds, as for-
merly. A tax of three cents per pound on
American entton operates es a prewium of
1ifty per cent. upon the cost of raising
cotton in India. This fact, Mr. WerLs
states, can be established by datain his
possession ; and it may be farther estab-
lished by statistics that India has the ca-
}acity to throw upon the market an extra
500,000 bales in any year that the price
would offer sufficient inducement, while
ehe hes the capacity to consnme her whole
crop when at snech low prices that she
could not afford to export it to Earope or
China.

The largest consumption of cotton in
Enrope was in the year 1860, when it
amounted to 4,321,000 bales, averaging 400
pounds to the bale, or 1,844,700,000 pounds;
of which the United States faurnished 85
per cent. In 1866 Europe obtained a sup-
piy of 4,512,023 bales, averaging 362 pounds
per bale, equal to 1,633,714,326 pounds ; of

vhich less than 40 per cent. was furnished
v the United States.

Being convinced from the statistics that
:otton must rule at low prices, he contends
that its production must not he discouraged
)y taxation, He refers to the report of

he Hon. E. R. Mvocs, of JMassachusetts,
‘ommissioner of the United States to the
Paris Exposition, to whom,®as chairman of
¢ committee, the subject of a future supply
of cotton was committed. This gentleman
ums up lis conclusion in the following
concise and clear manner :

"' Firs.. That cotton-growing in the Southern
Statee, if untaxed, can be conducted profitably
aud succesefully, as azainst all competition else~
vii€re.

“*Becond. .That if burdened by a tax sufficient
o be worth to the Treasury tho cost of its collec-
tion, it cannot at present, if ever, be successfully
P e That, alread :

_ . at, already tamiliar to ou #
in all its details, it is th':;_t only ind?mtr\? ﬁonfé-
cstely available and practicabie to, the great
body of the labering population of the South for
t'.e profitable employment of surplus labor—that
is, beyond the necessities of <rups for subsist-
€nce, in the production of some thing saleable and
€ .z‘.ih&ngeable, whereby wealth cayn Le regained ;
~ Rals

*“ Fourth. That the importance of & large pro-
cuction of cotton as the chief export of the coug.
t: - in adjusting balances of trade and exchange
and eepecially in its beariug upon the future
>ne1ion of the public debt, soblargel}' held and to
b held abroad, cannot well be overstated, and so
far Lranscends the value of the present tax that to
preserve the latter at the coat of losiny; thie former

seads,

We see

'wonld be a ‘ ha'penny ‘orth of w jsdom to a pound
|of folly.” "
The revenue from the ecotton tax for the

year cuding 30th June, was $23,769,078.80
{-——an amount not easily spared from the
treasury ; but, under the circumstances,
Mr. WeLns recommends its repeal, and
II also the corresponding existing dnty on
rimported cotton.

The Conservative Convention,

It will be seen by a telegram from l.al-
eigh, that a meeting of gentlemen from
aifferent portions of the State have recom-
mended a postponement of the Conserva-
tive Convention, which was to bave assem-

In New York the S»n says every branch of
mechanical labor is overstocked, and that
the numerous mechanies flocking into the
city from the country in search of work,
bhad belter remain in the raral distriets,
where the dull season can be bridged over
at less expense than in New York.

The New York canals will, it is said, soon
be closed. 'The Albany Arywrs reports that
ice has formed in them, and there are
serious doubts whether the canals will be
navigable again this season. Such an un-
usually early closing will piove a great de-
triment to forwarders. There are proba-
bly between 4,000,000 and 5,000,000 bush-

bled in that city on the 11th December,
and that a State Executive committee was
organized.

We hLeartily approve these movements,
‘and fecl that they will be attended

‘with benefit to the interests of the party in | Champlain canals—seeking tide water. To

The time for holding the |

| North Carolina.
Many |

'Convention was not propitions.
' counties have not and wonld not have ap-
 pointed delegates, and many did not feel
| the impnriance of the meeting. !

After the adjournment of the Constitu-|
tional Convention and before the vote npon
‘the ratification of its work, there will be
lsuﬁioient time for the organization of the.

Conservative party. The disposition and |
acts of the Radieals, both in North Carolina
and at Washington in regard to reconstruc-
tion, will be mere fully developed, and the
lorgauization of the Conservative Demo-|
fcratic party of the North will have been
fully completed for the Presidential can-,
vass, and consequently our people will be- |
come more interested in political matters,
and will eagerly aid all efforts fortheir eman-
cipation from the political thraldom which
now onslaves then.

We hope the Executive Committee is:
| composed not only of prominent gentlemen,
but actire men, who will be fully alive to|
the great interests at stake,

In view of the posiponement of the State |
Convention, we think it will be well to
postpoue the mecting in this county until |
the week of the next County Court. We
propose, therefore, that the citizens of New |
Hanover assemble in this eity to appoint
| delegates to the Convention during the week |
'in which is held the Desember term of the
County Court.

——

- Impeachment.

| It would seem that the great victories
|achieved by the Northern Democrats have |
not in the least curbed the fierce spirit of |
Radiealism which seeks the maintenanee of |
party by means *‘culside of the Constitu-

tion,” contrary to law and Jestructive to

the best interests and permanent peace of

the conntrr. Tessibly the contumacy of

‘this party is sustained by the prospective

admittapce of the Africanized South, Ly

.i'which it 1s expected to counterbalanee, by

' the negro vote and white disfranchisement,

|the losses at the North. If there was any- |
thing settled Ly the recent clections
supposed 1t was the question of Impeach-

ment, aud while the country might have
been preparad for the attempt before, the

introduction of resolulions looking to the
impeachment of Tresident Jouxsox unow |
has taken all by surprise, and has avoused

the spirit of indignation, probably of re-|
sistance, throughout the North. Theadop- |
tion of the resolutions will be a total igno- |
ring of the will of the people andan insult
to their verdict.

Dut few of the Radical papers treat this
attempt at impeachment with favor or re- |
spect, while many of the Conservative or-!
gans regard it as fraught with new perplex-
ities and dangers. Even those which have |

we

the matter as one of vital importance to the |
continned existence of the Constitation, |
As its custodian, as the representative of |
the Government, the President becomes a |
person of transcendaut importance with all |
patriotic men, and his cause becomes that |
of the country. Movements are already on |
footat the North to manifest the indigna- |
tion of the people, and the lassons taught |
by the elections will be impressed by a|
more direct and decisive expression |
of the will of ithe masses. This remon
strance will come not from a party or a|
State, but from all patriotic and good ci:i-|
zens everywhere who are tired of the reign |
of demagogues, and who aredetermined to |
emancipate themselves from a party tyran- |
ny which impoverishes them and which |

engenders hate between the two sections |

grasp, desperate partisanship will not stop
to suppress, by illegal violence, a co-ordi-
nate branch of the Government. This
movement is one of momentous importance.
The mere agitation of the question must
disturb and unsettle all business and have |
& most deleterious influence upon the na-

of the war. We look to it as the forerunner
of disaster. The agitation and confusion
which it will cause, the fierce passions
which 1t will engender, the divisions and
dissensious which it will make, and the |
dangerous conflicts which it will promote, i
will not only delay and destroy the reviv-
ing hopes of carly restoration and happy
reconciliation, but will engulf in its disas-
trous effects everything like law and order.
Woe trust that God, in his infinite wisdom
and goodness, will avert the evils which lie
in the pzth of the success of these plotters
against the peace and prosperity of the
Goverument.

The General State of Business.

It is stated tho leading manufacturers of
New England are now in consultation as to
the course of proceeding in their business
for the coming Winter, and that the ten-
dency is o continue work, but t- reduce
wages. In Maine the ship-yards are re-
ported to be pearlyall idle. The Mary-
land papers stato that the oyster business
is very brisk, and is increasing in activity,
whilst the oystermen in that region say it

' to the effect that Gov. Jenkins has been or-

| S11CCessor.

' coon of District No. 3 may medidate this

and destroys the peace and pr it £ Say for operating expenses. .. . ... _. #250,000 00
he whol ¥ P BEORRGILEY 0 | Intercst gn bonded debt............ . 108,515 00
the whole country. ' Interest to Bridge Compsny...... ... 6,600 00
The same party malignity which induced | 1,600 tons Iron. . ........... .. 1.7 136,000 00
the majority of the Judiciary commit- i $501,115 00
L : 2 | To meet this amount the estimated re-
tee to-repoxt the resolution, will doubtless CODta STe. .\ ey e metEGTE: $463,000 00 |
force its passage through the House, and Cash............ ... . ... ... 10,305 60
very probably another suspending the Pre- | pic fom Jorerament. ............. 10,884 55
sident from office duoring the trial. In or-| Due from AFEnts. .. .oin s . teeea.. 20,000 00
der to secure tke political power of the OdIron........ . ... .00 68,000 o
country, which is about to pass from their §602.140 15

tional recovery from the waste and lassitude I

els of grain afloat; there are twenty-five
Lboat loads of salt between Albany and Sy-
racuse, potatoes, apples and other produce,
to a large extent, besides considerable
amounts of lumber—both on the Frie and

be frozen up all winter whilst in transpor-
tation, is a misfortune that shippers of
goods by canals late in the season have,
however, become accustomed to.

Gov. Jenkins of Georgla,

We learn from the Macon Journal and
Messenger that it has reliable information

dered by General Pope to hold himself in
readiness to vacate the Gubernatorial chair
at amoment’s warning. The rumor is that
James L. Seward is to be appointed as his

The Columbus (Ga.) Sus thinks the Ty-

mischief because it is his delight to malign 1
and mortify the people of Georgia, but it
has sume douabts about it for the reason
that it has positive knowledge that his own
cflicial head hangs by a very slender hair.
The Sv» adds : .

He has ULefore him the alternativeg of eating
very Lumblo pie or of taking again to that saddle
in which be won o many splendid vietories (on
paper.) If be gecepts the first, G- v. Jenkins will
not be disturbed, if the latter, his removal will be
tie lust Parthian arrow cast by Popo at a people

whoee unbounded contempt he has fairly wou and
worthily wears,

Mceting of the Stockholders of the Wil-
mington and Manchester Rallvoad.
The twentieth annual meeting of the Stock-
holders of the Wilmington and Manchester Bail-
road assembled at the Court House in Wilmington,
on Wednesday, November 27th. ’

On motion, Donald McRae was appointed Chair-
man, and Wm. A, Walker, and H., H. Wiison of
Sumter, Secrefaries,

The Becretaries, with Dr. J. J. Ling, Tim- |
mousville, were appointed a Committee to verify |
proxies.

The Committee reported that there were 8,605 |
sharea represented, as follows .

IR Person. ... . c5i e oo as . 3,016
In proxy...coveeienn oo inn... 5,580

A majority of the whole number of chares being
repreacnted, the meecting was declared duly or-!
sapized.

Preeident Draue, in behalf of the President and i
Directors, submitted their Aununal Report, em- '

, bracing the Reports of tha Buperistendent and

Treasurer |

On wotivn, theee reports were referred to a
Cowmitteo couvsisting of Measme., A. Martin, W. |
L. 8mith, 1. D. Bellamy, J. P. Robertsop, and |
Withham Hogers, who were direcled to report at 7
o'clock I M.

Col. W. L. Smith stated that the meeting bhaving
Leen called through error npon the 27th instead
of the 28th iustant, as dirested by the Jaat meet- |
ing of the Btockbolders—this action baving lLeen
taken by the Board of Directers on secount of the |
25th being designated by the Iresident of the !
United States and the Governor of the Stale as s
day of Natwual Thanksgiving—he snbmitted the
following resolution, which was aduopted :

lesolved, That this meeling be considered a
preliminary Btockholders’ meeting, and that all
proceedings of the same, o be legal, shall be

| approved by the regular annunal meeling ot the
; Stockholders, to be held on the 28ih inst.

On motion by Col. 8. L, Fremont :
Llesaleed, That it 18 of vital importance to the |

| intereat of this Company that direct communioa- |
| tivn between the cities of Wilmington, N, ., and '

Colambia, 5. C, by meaus of & branch of tlis

Lo . o { Company's Railroad, be effected at an carly day ; |
never supported the President with fervor, | and that the whole subject of constructing such |

overlook personal considerations and treat ! branch be referred to & Con:mittee of three Stoci- |

holders, with instractions te yeport upon the game
to this meeting.

Messrs. 8. L. Fremonl, O. G. Parsley snd J. Kl |
Gregg constitute the Committee under the resg-
lution.

The mecting adjourned until 7 o'clock P. M. !

NIGAT SESSION. !
At 7 o'c'ock P. M. the Chairman called the i
meeting to orler. .
Col. W. L. 8mith, from the Commiltee to whom |
was referred the Report of the President and Di- |
rectors, submitted the following Report : ]'
The Committee to whom was referred the Re- |
ports of the President and Directora and Superin-
tendent of this Road, have duly considered the |
matters of material interest in said Eeport, and |
now submit a brief statement.
The Report exhibited shows the bonded debt gs
realized upontobe........... .. ... $1,550,740 32
Residue of Bondsnot sold, but pledg-
ed ns collateral, at 50 ceuts on the
dollar................ . .. ... .. 949,259 68|
From a review of the Reports it appears a mat-
ter of necessity, for the purpose of continuing the
Road successfuliy, that the following sums should |
ba raised :

The amcunt as stated of floating debt
TR e ... .$568,207 64
To reduce this amount we
place the excess of re-

fof the Tressurer and Secretary at

\ H. M. Drane, 4,062,

| ton, on Weduesdsay after

ceipts over actual neces-

SAry expenses, . -.%101,025 16
25 per cent. on the amount

of bonds unsold—§949 -

S8 oo osvaGEEa
A saving of 15 per cent on

operating expenses of

the Road, Ly cash pur-
chases and reduction in
expenses of Traveling

Ageutsand for traveling

expensces of officers and

agents.... ... 37,000 00— 373,957 08

Leaving a balancedueof. ........ .$192,957 38

If gaid Bonds can be exchanged at par for float-
ing debt, the amount can be liquidated at the end
of the next year.

The committes would recommend to the Board
of Directors the most rigid economy in every de-
partment of the Road, aud particularly in the mat-
ter of traveling agents, printing and advertising,
&e.; the record of all debts due b ' this Company
aud payment of past debts sccording to seniority
of claim, ~Also the appointment of an Auditor,
who shall andif all claims against the Boad before
payment, and make monthly examination of the
accounts of the Treasurer and General Superin-
tendent.

The Committee, in conclusion, would state that
the matter requiring their attention have not,
for want of time, boen as carefully considered as
their importance required ; but it is evident, to
work this Road auccesafuhy iz the future, the
wost devoted attention wmust be given by all its
officere, and the most rigid sconomy practiced
and the Bonds pledged should be redeemed an
realized upon as speedily as possile ; and would
farther euggest that in the future the statements
of the Buperintendent and the expenses be parti-
cularly itemized,

J. P. RoBEETsON,
Chairman,
The repert was received, and after considera-
ble discussion adopted,
The pext business claiming the attention of the
mecting was the consideration of the report of
the committee on the construction of a branch of

J Is the best scason they bave had for years,

the road to Columbis, B. C.

Col. 8. I.. Fremont, from this comwmittes, sub-

mitted the following report:
To the Stockholders of the
" Wibnington & Manchester Ratlroad:

The committee to whom was referred the resolu-
tions on the subject ot the construction of the
branch of this Company's roed t> Columbia sub-
mit the following

LEPORT:

That it has given the subject thal eounsidera-
tion its importance demands and 2re unanimous
in recommending that most energetic and deeid-
ed steps be taken by the President and Directors
of this Company to cause a branch of the road
to be constructed frowm the best poiot on this line
(believed to be from or near the village of Sum-
ter) to the city of Columbia so soon as they can
eee their way clear for that purpose

The great importance of the work cannot be
doubted, if we but for & moment turn our eyes to
the map and see the vast arca of productive coun-
try that finds & market or a forwarding pcint at
Columbia. ]

You not only obtain the benefits of the connee-
tion that wiil be made by means of the * Co-
lumbia and Augusia Bailroad ™ to ** all the points
South and Souﬁlweat," and by the Charlotte and
South Carolina to Chesterville and other points
on the line; but the immeuse trade that will be
open to the enterprise of Wilmington by the
present line to Greenvilie and Anderson, and when
the Blue Ridge Railway is completed to Cincinnati

ou have a short aud quick route from the Great

est to our port. 'n addition to this (a portion
of it remote) you have now a daily transportation
line inaugura ed between Northern cities and
Kingsville, but in consequence of the adverse in-
terest that meets this line at the latter point, the
whole lioe from New York is vlocked up, and you
are 1old, esnnot be opened by your line to Aun-
gusta, Atlanta, Macon, Columbas, Montpomeljy
and Mobile, unless soma Charleston interest is
consolidated or some concession made by other
parties to Charlotte, )

As sirango s it may seem to this meeting, your
commiitee are informed that the management of
the Bouth Carolina Railway Cumpany is averse
to having a fast freight line over its Coluwbia
Branch from Kingsville to Augnsta, i
at once put this line on an equal footing with the
Virginia & Tennessee Railway line. So far has
this prohibition carried this Cémpany, that, while
cotton is now beirg taken from Atlinta to New
York by Railway and Hteawers, via Lynchburg
anrd Norfoik, a distance of some eixty miles greater
than it is by way of Wilmington to the same point,
vet this lice cannot carry a bale.

In view of these facts, and the great feld pre-
sented to this hine for a very large and valuable
merchandize transportation to all the country as

{ far as the Alabama river, and South o the Gulf of
Mexico for *“Time Goods,” your committee are |
fully impresscd with the great importance of ur- |

ging, by every means, within your reach, the early
inception and speedy completion of this work.

To this end, your committee recommend that a
iy)relin:inary survey and estimate bs made, that the

resident and Directors bo instructed to ascer- |

tain wiat 2aid ecan be sibtaicad from ithe connect-

ing roads, Morth and South, and so soou as they |

can obtamn the requisite means to commmence the
work.

Your Commirtee zlso recomnuend that the Presi-
derit and Directors cause a proposition to be made
to the management ol the Soutl Carolina Railroad
tor a contract, for a terom of years, to use their
road from Kingsville to Columbia, and also to

Augusta, upon such terms and conditions as can |

be agreed upon by this Company. Aud should
advantageous arrangements be made therefor,
then they may for the present suspend the work
of constructing the brauch referred to, otherwize
to press the matter to a speedy construction.

‘{ll of which is respectfully submnitted.

B. L. FrREMONT,
For Committee,

The reporlt wus received and referred to the
Board of Directors,

Mr. Parsley ivtroduced the following resolu-

tion :

Liesoived. That the salary of the DPresident of |

this Company, for the ensuing vear, be tixed at
the sum of Thirty-five hundred dollars, and that

handred dollars,

The reeolution was amended so as to fix the
President’'s salary at Thirty-six hundred dollars,
and passed.

On motion by ‘I, Pareley :

Lesolved, That no Director of {hs Company
shall, directly or indirectly, become a coniractor

with it Ior the supplying cr delivery of Any sup- |

plies, vr the purchaser of any property or effects
of this Company.

On motion, an electivn of President and Divec-
tora for the ensning year wes entered into, result
ing as follows : Fur President, W. B. Giles, 4,840 .
Giles elecied, '

Directors.~~0. G. Parsley.
Joehn Dawgon, DL 8 Cowan, K. B adly, J. G. Burr,
J. L. Bartleti, C. Graham, Dr. A. J. DeRosset.

On motion of Col. J. (5, Bun

Liesoived, That the next spnueal meeting of the
Stockhelders of this © ompany be held in Wilming-

November vext,

G. R. French and Jas, A, Brodley were, ¢a mo-
tion, appointed Auditing Commitiec for the ensu-
vear.

On motion, the meeting then adjournped,

Eroccedings of the Thirty.First Session of
the North Carclina
of the Methodist Episcopal Church South,

FIA8T DAY,

The Conlerence met and was called to order at
the appointed hour: Bishop D. R, Doggett pre-
siding.

The procecdings were opencd with prayer by
the Bishop, at the completion of which he offered
gome introductory remarks in reference to the

'system of Methodism, the annual reunion of the

preachers, and the peculiarities which charactor-
ize these Conierences,
An eleetion for Secretary was then entered into,

| resulting in the re-election of Dr. B. Craven.
The Standing Committees were announced by |

tho Secretary as-appointed at the last Conforence.
On motion of Res. Dr Reid, the Committee on
Nominations were inetructed to add to the above
committees such lay delegates as they may see
proper.
On motion, Reve. R, B. Moran, L. 8, Burkhead,

| WW. H. Bobbitt, and C. F. Deems, D. D , Were ex-

cused from serving on the Committze on Educa-
tion, owing to the demands upon their time by
other and more important dntiea,

The Committee on Nominations were, on motion
«f Rev. Dr. Keid, instrueted to fill the vacancies
occasioned by excusing the above gentlemen from
serving on the Education Committee, and report
their action to the Conference tu-morrow.

On motion of Rev. L. 5. Burkhead, the houars
for meeting and adjouroment were tixed at ol A.
M. and 1} P. M, respectively, during each day the
Conference shall remain in gessjon,

That would ‘

Twenty-tive |

H. Nutt, J. Eli Gregg, |

the third Monday in !

Annual Conference |

effect that Bishop Doggett, the presiding officer,
be appointed to deliver this sermon, but the Bish-
op begging to decline the appointment owing to
the fatigue aud over-exertion he had experienceo
recently, in traveling and presiding over two Con-
ferences, tho amendment was withdrawn.

A communication from the Bouthern Methodist
Publishing House, located at Nashville, Tenn.
was read by direction of the Bishop, and, on mo-
tion, referred to the Committee on Periodicals,

[During the war this Publiskhing House was al-
moet completely demulished. It is gratifying to
note that its condition now, as ehown in the com
munication, is quite flourishing, and there are
abup 'ant evidences that prosperity awaits its op-
erations in future.]

On motion the Conference then adjourned until
to-morrew morning 92 o'clock.

SECOND DA™,
NovEMBER 28.

The Convention was called to order at 93 o'clock ;
Bishop D. 8. Doggett in the Chair,

Religious exercises were conducted by Rev, Jas.
Reid.

The journal of yesterday was read and, on mo-
tion, adopted after some few corrections.

The roll was called and the arrival of other dele-
j gates noted.

Rev. A. H. Merritt, was then, on motion, elected
Assistant Becretary.

Rev. H. L. Singleton, of the First Presbyterian
Church ; Rev. A. Paul Repiton, of the Baptis;
Ohurch ; Rev. Mr, Gage, of the Nouth Carclins
| Conference ; and General R. . Vance, of Bur-
'combe connty, were severx!ly introduced to the
iGont‘erence and invited to seats among the dele.

gates.
| On motion of Rev. R. B. Moi an, the committe on
| Missions were discharged, with instractions to
| commit their unfinished work to the Poard of Mie.
| sions.
‘ The committee on Nominations, reported the
| following committees :
| On Education.—Revs. N: H, D. Wilgdn, William
' Barringer, J. T. Wyche, James Wheeler, M. C-

cords with the Bible and Methodism ; that it will

fully meet the wants of the Charch ; that in grade,
it ranks with the best in the land, and we hav
found, by trial, that it ispracticable, aud cangbe ex-
ocuted. The arrangement for instraction wil' ac
:omimodate snch as may wish to remuin but s
short time ; those who de-ire to attend to Theo-
ogical studies exclusively ; those who havs already
completed their literary course, and those who
wish to take the regular College course in connec-
tion with I heclogy. )

Fifteen young men, are now in that department ;
*hey attend to their studies and duties zealously,
and are muaking rapid progress generaliy.

The dupartment is Fru-emmentlv popular both
in itse'® and in its Professor. Dr. Doub has
proved i be not uniy a thoroughly competeut,
but a very successfnl teacher He is doing a goo
work and doing it well He ix not only personally
popuiar with the students, bot his teaching is suc-
cexsfal cvery way, and will be felt by the whole
coautry in the days to come. .

The Truste s most earnestly desire the Confer-
ence to sustain Dr. Doub at the College, feeling
assured that itisa Eood arrangement, and will
bse a2 blessing to the Church. L

‘ince last Conference the Trustees have in-
creased the Faculty by electing Williiam C. Doub,
A. M., Professor of Natural Seicnce. Prof. Donb
eutercd the College at the beginning’ of the pres-
ent term, and has coutribated 1n nosmall degree to
our efficiency and success. We need ons more
Professor, and the Trastees will promptly supply
that deficiency as soon 2s our patronage is safi
cient.

It may be proper to say to Jthe Conference that
preachor’s sons, under twenty-one years, are not
charged auy tuition fecs whatever, and that when
the board is paid strict y in advauce, they wili be
charged two doliars per month less than others.

At the laet anunal meeting of the Board of
Trustees it was unanimousiy resolved that hence-
forth, for every twenty-five over one hundre?
paying siodents, one preacher's son shall be
received free [rom all expense. This proposition
will be carried out in good faith, and it is hoped
‘hat at no distant Jday we shall have the requisite
number to commenc.-.

Also, at the last weeting of the Board, a propo-
sition was made tothe corporation by the Govern-
ment of the United $tates to establish a Military
Department at Trivity with two or more profes-

ors, with an ofier to exjend £10,000 by the Gov-
eérnmeunt for suitable additional buildings, and
also to furnish proper librarics and equipments
gencraliy, al the departments to be sustained by
the Government, but all to be under the control of
the Colicge unthorities in all particulars. This
prop wition was referred to a committee, which
comimities has not yet reported.

| Thomas, J. W. Jenkins. J. N. Andrews, and Measrs
| A. H, Merritt, J. B. Littlejohn, Dr. J. F. Ford.
On Books and Periodicals.—Rev. W. H. Cuun-

The Fuculty rod Trastees are greatly encour-
aged by the unana:mity of the Conference in refer-
ence to the Collcge  Sou far as they know every-

! ninggin, and George W. Johnson, Esq.
| On Sunday Schools.—Messss. L. C. Hubberd, J.
| M. Ward.
On Bible Cause.—y. C. Pinnix, Esq., and Reve
{ Frank C. Robbins,
|  OUn Necessulous Cases.—Messrs. Robert K, Mor-
'ris, and Ahi Robbinps.

On Parsonages.—Messrs. 8. D. Wallace, and
Jesse Bizzell, and Rev. W. R. Webb.

On the Pastorate.—Messrs, A, W. Steel, Lewis
j Philips, and John W. Leak,

On Comunillees.—Messrs. J. F. Miller, and Lo-
renzo D. Androws.

Un Finance.—Messrs, J. Buxton Willinms, and
| . B. Guayer,

On motion, the report was adopted.

Rev. M. L. Wood was substituted for Rev. J. F. '

'Smoot on the Committe on Finance, the latier
not having arrived.

. The consideration of the 15th question, relating

| to theexamination of ministerial charscter, was

then resumed.

On motion of Rev. R. 8. Morsn, it was resclved
that daring the examiuation of character the Con-
| fevence shall sit with open doors.

The names of the Elders were called by Digs
tricts, and they severally passed the examination
of character as far as the list was proceeded with.

The reports from the Districts, Circuits and
Statious were generally good ; extensive revivals
and numereus accessions to to the Church were
- announced.

On motion of Rev. R, 8. Moran:

| Hesolved, That the Committee on Public Wor-
| hip bs requested to invite Rev. Jno. B. Long to
| deliver bis lecture on ** Ethics of History,” in this
Churceh, to-night; and that a collection be taken
up for the benefit of the Churcn at Washington,
| for which purpose the lecture was prepared.

The comnmittee reported that the lecture would
! be delivered to-night.

After the benediction Conference adjourned
!nntil to-murrow morning 9 o'clock,

THIRD DAY,
NoviMmper 29,

The Couvenfion was called to order by the
Bishop at 9} o’clock.

Religions exercises were conducted by
Peter Doub.
| The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday

were read and adopted.

Question 15th, relating to ministerial character,
was again resnmed, and the call of Elders pro-
ceeded with as on yeeterday.

Those answering to the call severally passed

| this annual examination of character.

Rev. Mr. Hardy, of the Presbyterian Church
| and Agent in North Carolina for the American
 B.ble Bociety, was then introduced to the Cop-
| ference, and welcomed in his official capacity and
| invited to address the body in behalf of the inati-

tation he represented. In introd-w.cing this gen-
 tleman to the Convention the Bishor made some
e mplimentary and gracful remarks, st the san e
| time trusting that the Conference wonld respond
practically to avy request the gentleman should
make.

Rev. Mr. Hardy, being thus invited, addressed
| the Conference in regard to the work he was en-
 gaged in. He allnded with feeling to the welcome

he bad always met with from this Conference and
the individual members, and also the kindpe-s
' he aad been the recipient of from other bodieser d
denominatious in the State. Ho stated that (h
' object of the Society which he represented was
solely and entirely the publication of the Word of
God. He reported the work as growing in the
hearts of the people, and solicited contributions
.in its behalf from the Conference. The gentleman
' then made some very interesting remarks regard-
ing his labors in this State, during which it was
‘stated that over 30,000 copies of the Bible had
been distributed by the American Bible Society
{ within our borders.
The Bishop commended these remarks to the

ey

Rev. J. P. Moore moved that s committee of  consideration of the Committesc on the Bible Cause

seven delegates (three clerical and four lay) be
appointed to devise a more efficient mode for the
election of lay delegates, which niotion was passed.

Subsequently another motion was offered, so

ameonding this motion as to make the number of :

lay delegates on the committee at least one from
each Presiding Elder's District.

This committee consists of Revs. J. P. Moore, |
C. F. Deems, D. D., H.'I. Hudeon, and Messre, |

Jno. B. Williams, A, W. Steele, Geo, W. Johnston,
A. H. Merritt, Frank C. Robbins, W H. Cunning-
gin, 8. D. Wallace, and Dr. J. ¥. Miller.

On motion of Rev, L. L. Hendren, a committee
of five delegates was appointed on the Interest
of the Colored People, consisting of Rev. J. W.

Jenkins, Rev, N. H. D. Wi'scn, Rev. Wm. Barrin- |

ger, Rev. W. Il. Wcbb, and W, C. Piunix, Esq.

Rev. Dr. Reid moved that the Committee on
Finance be iustructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of reporting a plan for the consolidation
of all collections, Carried,

On motion, a Committee on Temperance, com-
posed of the following delegates, was appointed ;
Revs. H. T. Hudson, A, R, Raven, and Frank I,
Wood.

Question 15th, referring to the examination of
ministerial character, was then taken up.

Considerable discussion ensued regarding the
form prescribed for the report of the operations
of miaisters during the year, which occupiod much
time,

A wolion was offered by Rev. R. 8. Moran,
which was carried, to the effest ihat the written
report be dispensed with, and that when the names
of delegates were called, the ministers should an-
swer and report verbally.

Rev. J. P. Moore stated that to-morrow being
the day set apart by proclamation of the Prezi-
dent of the Uni‘cd Btates, and the Governor of
the Btate of North Carolina, as a Thankegiving
Day, he would move that the Committee on Pub.
lic Worship be instructed to make suitable ap-
pointment for the delivery of a2 sermon in the
Church at 12 o’clock. This motion was put to the
house and passed. A praver meeting was sug-
gested instead of a sermoun.

Rev, Dr, Deems offered an amendment to the 1 in the country,

|in preparing their report.

|'I Rev. Mr. Barringer moved that Rey. Dr. Reid
| preach the sermon on the Pastorate to-morrow
| morning at 11 o’clock, which motion was carried.
The report from Trinity College was then read
| by the President of that institution, Dr. B, Cra-
| ven, and is as follows :

REPORT FROM TRINITY COLLEGE.

During the past Conference year the College
has been 28 succeasful in all departments as conld
reasonably have been expscted. 7The number of
| Matriculations have been one hundred and twen-
| ty-geven, the greatest number present at any owe
' time was ninety-two.

The health enjoyed by the Faculty and Students
| has been remarkable; there Las not been & single
| case of sickness among us in any way; but by the
blessings of God all have been able almost at all
times to attend to every duty,

The general deportn_xept, attention to duty, and
tone of morals and religion, have been delighttal
to the Facuity, and are to us a sourcs of devoted
thanksgiving to Goa. Nearly every student Las
been successful in study, all Liave conductad them-
| selves with great propriety; none have been guil-
 ty of gross violations of College law, or of disrep-
utable conduct in general, During the whole
year there has been a lively religious inflaence
among the students, and about two months since
we had a most powerful and extensive religions
revival, laatmrir nearly four weeks. Neariy all
who were not already professors of religion were
converted; many of them brilliantly and powerfyl.
l,f. During some months, shouting and praising
God have been far more common than the usual
noige of College life. Of the ninety-two students
uow preeent, seventy-six are members of the
Church; three Baptists; two Presbyterians, one
Lutheran, one piscopalian, and sixty-nine
Moathodists. Genuine, effective, experimental
religion was not only among  the students
during the revival, but  still continues;
on the Babbath morning and at night,
iu the Sabbath School and in prayer meetings, in
the class meeting and at morning prayers, we fre-
2‘11&!1&1}' have most gracious seasons. And the

aculty are of opinion, that the young men are
acquirine a [religious life, which in connection
with thorough w olarslu’g. will prepare them for
great usefulness, both in Church and Btate.

The Theological Department, which the Confer-
ence, atits last session, advocated so zealously,
and for which it so Landsomely provided, has been
& success far beyond the expectation of the most
nggumo fria{nda.d B

course of study has been arranged after much
consultation with the best Theolggica.l Bchools

- a8, we are confideat of suce. sa,

thing is harmonioue, and we have very sensibly
felt the infiuence of the preachers upon their fields
of labor. 1f the Ciulerence will actively sastain
Hsre we gresty
need mwoney for improvements and for the supgort
of the profeseors ; but with oue hundred and fifty
s'udents we can very well support the requisite
number of professors and tators, and ireely meet
all necessary expenses  Wo most respectfully ask
& united and zealous efforton the part of the whole
Confercnce daring the cuming year, tc increage
our patronage and to oxtend our influence.
Respecetfully snbmitied,
' B, CrAvEN.

November 23, 1567,

On motion, the report was referred to the Com-
mittee on Education,

Question 13th, relating {o Buperanasted Min-
istors was taken up and considered,

When Revs. G. W. Deems, B J, Blake, J. R.
MecIntosh, 8. B. Dozier, Henry Gray, Wm. Holmes
and Jobn W Floyd were continued in the Super-
anuated relation,

Question 12th, regarding Supernumerary Min-
isters was then considered, and Revs. W. N. Ab-
bea, W. M. D. Moore, T. B. Reeks, I. H. Hill. J.
B. Alford and D. C. Johnson were continned in
the supernumerary relation.

Rev. L. W. Martin was located at his own re-
quest.

The Committee appointed to report & plan for
the consolidation of collectione, made a report,
which was laid on the table for the present.

The Conference then adjourned with the bene-
diction.

The Impeachment Case,_The Minority
Report,

Representatives James F. Wilson and
Frederick E. Woodbridge handed in a re-
port, dissenting from the conclusions ar-
rived at by a majority of the committee.

They say : On the 3d day of June, 1867,
it was declared, by a solemn vote in the
committee, that, from the testimeny then
before them, it did not appear that the
President of the United States was guilty
of such high crimes and misdemeanors as
called for an exercise of the impeaching
power of this House. The vote stood—
yeas five, nays four, Oun the 21st instant
this action of the committee was reversed,
and a vote of five to four declared in favor
of recommending to the House an impeach-
ment of the President. Forty-eight hours
have not yet elapsed sinc: we were inform-
ed of the character of the report whieh re-
presents this changed attitude of the com-
mittee. The recentness of this event com-
pels a general treatment of some features
of the case as it is presented by the majori-
ty, which otherwise would have been treat-
ed of more in detail,

2he report of the majority resolves all
présumptions against the President, closes
the door agaiust all doubts, afirms facts as
established by the testimony, in support of
which there is nota partiele of evidence be-
fore us which wonld be received by any
court in the land. We dissent from all of
this, and from the temper and spirit of the
repert.  The cool and unbiased judgment
of the future, when the excitements 1n the
midst of which we live shall have passed
away, will not fail to discover that the po-
litical bitterness of the present times has,
in no ineonsiderable degree, given tone to
the document which we decline to sapprove,

Dissenting, as we do, from the report of
the committee, both as to the law of the
case and the conclusions drawn from the
facts developed by the testimony, a due re-
gard for the body which imposed on us the
high and transcendantly important daty
involved in an investigation of the charges
preferred against the President impels us
to present at length our views of the sub-
ject which has been committed to us by a
most solemn vote of the House of Repre-
sentatives. Tn approaching this duty we
feel that the spirit of the partizan should
be laid aside, and that the interests of the
Republic, as they are measured by the Con-
stitution and laws, alone should guide us,
and we most deeply regret that, in this re-
gard, we cannot approve the report of our
colleagues, who constitute g majority of the
committee. While we would not charge
them with a design to act the part of parti-
zans in this grave proceeding, we neverthe-
less feel pained by the toue, temper, and
spirit of their report. Bat regrets will not

and commanding oceasion, and we there-
fore respond to them by presenting to the
House the resuits of a careful, deliberate,
and, as we hope, a conscientio.s investiga-
tion of the ease before us.

Messrs. Wilson and Woodbridge then
proceed to discuss the constitutional ques-
tion with regard to impeachment, ete.,
showing, by reference to legal anthorities,
that an impeachment cannot be supported
by any act which falls short of an indieta-
ble crime or misdemeanor. Euglish pre-
cedents are referred to at length, and copi-
ous extracts are made from the testimony
of the committee, in order to refute the
reasoning and conclusion of the majority.
They conclude as follows:

A great deal of the matter contained in
the volume of testimony reported to the
House is of po value whatever. Much of
1t 15 mere hearsay, opinions of witnesses,
and no little amount of it utterly irrelevant
the case. Comparatively a small amount
of it could be used on a trial of this case
before the Senate. All of the testimony
relating to the failure to try, and admission
to bail of, Jefferson Davis ; the assassina-
tion of President Lincoln ; the diary of J.
Wilkes Booth ; his place of buria ; the
practice of pardon brokerage, the alleged
correspondence of the President with Jef-
ferson Davis, may be interesting to a readert
but is not of theslightest importance, so far
as a determination of this case is concerned.
Still, much of this irrevelant matter has
Interwoven into the report of the ma-

1t is believed that our course ac- |

jority, and has served to heighten its color
and to deepen its tone, Sirike out the

answer the demands of the present gravef

stage effect of this irrelevant matter, and
the prominence given to the Tudors, the

Stuarts, and Michael Burns, and much of

the play will disappear. Settle down upon

the real evidence in the case. that whicl

will establish, in view of the attending cir-

camstances, o substantial crime, by maklne

plain the elements which eonstituto it, and

‘he case, in many respects, dwarfs into f

political contest.

In approaching a conclusion, we do not
fail to recognize the stand-points from
which this case can be viewed—the legal
and the political. Viewing it from t}n
former, the case upon the law and the 10s.
timony fails. Viewing it from the lattey

the case is a success. The President ling
disappointed the hopes and expectalions o
those who placed him in power. He bas
betrayed their confidence, and joined hands
with their enemies. He has proved fulse
to the express and implied conditions whic),
underlie his elevation fo power, aud, in
our view of the case, deserves the censyre
and condemnation of every well-disposed
citizen of the Republic. While we acqu,t
him of impeacha.ble erimes, we prononuce
him guilty of many wrongs. His coutest
with Congress has delayed reconstruction.
and inflicted vast injury upon the people of
the rebel States. He has been blind to the
necessities of the times, and to the demands
of a progressive civilization. He remuing
enveloped in the darkness of the past. aud
seems not to have detected the dawning
brightness of the future. Inecapable ot ap

preciating the grand changes which tie
past six years have wrought, he sccks to
measure the great events which surronnd
him by the narrow rules which adjusted
public affairs before the rebellion and its
legitimate consequences destroyed them
and established others. Judge him
litically, we must condemn him. Eunt il
day of political impeachments would be
sad one for this country. Political unfit
ness and incapacity must be tried at the
ballot-box, not in the high conrt of im-
peachment. A contrary rule might leave
to Congress but little time for otber busi-
ness than the trial of impeachments, But
we are mot now dealing with political
offences. Orimes and misdemeancrs are
now demanding our attention. Do these,
within the meaning of the Constitution,
appear ? Rest the case upon polideal
offences, and we are prepared to pronounce
against the President, for such offences are
numerous and grave. If Mexican expe-
rience is desired, we need have no difficul-
ty, for there almost every election is pro-
Jductive of a revolution. If the peopla of
| this Republic desire euch a result, we havo
not yet been able to discover it; nor wonli
wo favor it if its presence were manifest. .
While we condemn and censure the politi
cal conduct of the President, and Jjudge
bim unwise in the use of his discretionary
powers, and appeal to the peoplo of the
Republic to sustain us, we still wflivy that
the couclusion at which we have arriyved is
correct.

We therefore declare that the case 1
fore us, presented by the testimony und
measured by the law, does not declare such
high crimes and misdemeanors, within the
meaning of the Constitution, as require
‘“the interposition of the coustitutional
power of this House,” and recommend tho
adoption of the following resolution :

Kesolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be discharged from the farthr
consideration of the proposed impeach-
ment of the President of the United State-.,
and that the subject be laid upon the tablo.

Jaues F. WiLsox,
Freperick 1. Woobsriver,

W)~

North Mountain Vineyards,

We are pleased to learn that a company
has been formed for the ereation of a la rge
vineyard, near Mt. Clinton, in this county.
The cowmpany, consisting of Messrs, Col.
John H. Hopkins, Dr. Wm. D. Hopkins,
A. S. Byrd, Esq., and Francis Staling,
having already purchased 70 acres, whicl
will be increased to 300 acres, They havo
ordered 65,000 grape slips of the bes
varieties with which to make a commence-
ment.

These gentlemen also intend to engage
extensively in the culture of the best viri-
eties of fruits, such as peaches, apples,
pears, apricots, ete., ete., the peach claim-
ing especial attention.

Messrs. Firebaugh & Co., at Mt. Clinton,
will also plant 10 acres this Fall in another
vineyard of 70 acres.

The gentlemen connected with {(hLis
movement are all energetic, go-nhead men,
and they will know ng such word as fail.

The land in the N#th Mountain region
is peculiarly adapted to the growth of the
grape and fraits of all kinds. It is already
one of the best portions of our great county.
When these vineyards begin to yield their
rich and ripening fruits, it will’ be o land
literally flowing with wine and milk and
honey.—l’iockinghnm .Rf'_{/r'Sfr'r'-

Black Costtrol of the Govermment,

A colored speaker of Philadelphia, name (|
Wmn. Foster, in a recent address to a eolor-
ed meeting, eaid :

The enfranchised blacks of the South had ae-
sured the speaker that they would compel the
Republicans of the North to do justice to the race,
They held politica’ control of most of the South-
ern Btates, and would not accept of any doubiful
man for the Presidency. They would require g
man of unquestioned soundness—such a man as
Ben Butler, Charles Sumner, Thad stevens or Een
Wade—a man whom the peuple kaew and had
counfidence in. General Grant was the hero of the
war, but he was no statesman or politician. He
had not yet exhibited euflicie .t Bagacity to detest
the viun.in; of 4ndrew Johuson. Iu Grant's place,
what would Len Butler have done with the tusti-
gators of the Memphis and New Urlesns massa-
cres ? They would have been tried for treason,
convicted and sentenced, that the President might
have an opportunity of exercising his pardoning
prerogative. The balance of power now held by
the colored voters of the country wonld be respect-
od. Tt would control the destinies of the nation,
and in the interest of freedom and pelitical and
religious equality.”

Only one colored man is eleeted to the
next Massachusetts Legislrture. The great-
est opposition to him came from his own
race.

They say that Ben Wade meditates anoth-
| er speech, but whether to jump forward,
jump backward, or turn a somersault is not
mentioned.

A New York Sunday paper predicts wou-
derful phenomens on” the 2d proximo, but
wisely does not commit itself asto their
} nature,

. We should like respectfully to inquire
| what L. Maria Child means by *the lusts
of the Venus of Milo ?” That it was a
““lust”-rous sort of a “‘sculp,” perhaps.

The son of a judge and the daughter of
a wealthy manufacturer at Chattanooga,
made up a ran-away match the other day,
and did it.

Bennett recognizes the efiect of the male-
dictions of the Herald, and to assist Li:
new evening paper pitches into it in his
big morning edition.

Beecher is suflering at the hands of re-
ligious editors on account of ** Norwood.
They can't appreciate the * calm poetry of
New England ” behind the foot-lights.

A farmerin the I'yrol was caught setting
fire to his barn, when he killed the witness,
murdered his wife and child, and made
matters better by cutting his own throat.

Fitz Greene Halleck’s last words were
‘““hand me my pantaloons, Mary,” address-
ed to his sister. She turned to the other
side of the room to get them, ond as sho
did so he Expiretl. -

A Paris physician says that six cigars a
day will shorten a man’s life five years.—
Quilp says that for himself he gioesn t care,
but he never will assist in cutting short the
life of a friend.

Bismarck is sick again,
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